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PREAMBLE

We the people of the Philippines, a people diverse in character and history, have united
ourselves in order to create a sovereign and robust State that shall always be attuned to the
changing times and the changing needs of the people; build a society founded on peace, order,
liberty, justice, and democracy; correct the iniquities committed against our brethren and this
land; and establish a Government that shall embody our ideals and promote our welfare.

As a united people, we have chosen to adopt this Constitution to signify our commitment to
fulfill and ensure these common goals, for the benefit of our country and of our people, today
and in the future.



TITLEI - FOUNDATIONS OF THE STATE

Article 1. Nomenclature

Section 1. The Philippines is officially known as the Republic of the Philippines.

Article 2. Structure

Section 2. The Republic of the Philippines is an indivisible state composed of Regions that have
been granted autonomy in accordance to their respective capabilities, united under a
parliamentary and democratic central government.

Article 3. Territory

Section 3. (a) The territory of the Philippines consists of the islands and waters encompassed
by its archipelagic baselines, territorial sea, seabed, subsoil, airspace, and continental shelf, as
well as the islands and features outside its archipelagic baselines pursuant to the laws of the
State, international law, and judgments of authoritative international judicial bodies.

(b) The Philippines has sovereignty over other territories belonging to the country by historic
right or legal title.

(c) The Philippines has sovereign rights over that maritime expanse beyond its territorial sea
and its airspace to the extent reserved to it by international law, as well as over its extended
continental shelf.

Section 4. Other territories may be included under the State’s jurisdiction, subject to the
provisions set by law and the consent of a majority of its inhabitants in a referendum.

Article 4. Symbols

Section 5. The flag of the Philippines shall be red, white, and blue, with a sun and three stars,
as prescribed by law.

Section 6. The law shall prescribe the anthem and the seal or coat of arms of the Philippines.

Article 5. Languages

Section 7. The Philippines is a multilingual State and shall provide equal recognition and
protection to all languages spoken within its territory.

Section 8. For purposes of inclusive and streamlined communications within and outside the
State, the law shall prescribe the official, heritage, and auxiliary languages of the Philippines,
subject to the following provisions:

a) Any language officially adopted in the Federal or Regional level by their respective
governments shall be enshrined as an official language of the Philippines.

b) The State may also enshrine a language as a heritage language on the basis of historic
and cultural significance and shall be promoted on a voluntary basis.
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c)

Auxiliary languages may also be adopted in the Federal or Regional level, in which they
shall be promoted on a voluntary basis.

Section 9. The enshrinement of languages in this Constitution and the law shall not entail
prejudice against non-enshrined languages.

Article 6. Core Principles and Policies

Section 10. As an independent state, the Philippines is guided by the following core principles
and policies:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

h)

i)

It is a democratic and republican state.

It believes in the principle of unity in diversity.

It upholds the concepts of equality, justice, and freedom as defined in this Constitution.
It considers civilian authority as supreme over the military.

It is a secular state that adheres to the inviolable separation of church and State.

It abides by the generally accepted principles of international law.

It pursues an independent foreign policy based upon the country’s sovereignty and
interests and a pursuit of amity and cooperation with all countries.

It safeguards its commitment towards peace and freedom from weapons of mass
destruction in its territory.

It shall not be sued without its consent.



TITLE II — CITIZENS, RIGHTS, AND DUTIES

Article 1. Citizenship

Section 11. A person who falls under any of the criteria listed below is considered a citizen of
the Philippines:

a) those who are citizens at the time of the adoption of this Constitution
b) those whose fathers or mothers are citizens of the Philippines
¢) those who have acquired citizenship in accordance with the law

Section 12. Philippine citizenship may be lost or reacquired in the manner provided by law.

Section 13. Citizens who marry non-Filipino citizens shall retain their citizenship, unless by
their act or omission, they are deemed to have renounced it under the law.

Section 14. Those bearing dual citizenship shall be treated accordingly in the manner set by
this Constitution and the law.

Article 2. Bill of Rights

Section 15. Every person has the right to life, liberty, and property.
Section 16. Every person must be given equal treatment and equal protection under the law.
Section 17. Every person can freely practice any faith or belief without discrimination.

Section 18. Every person shall have access to adequate services such as food, shelter, and
healthcare.

Section 19. Every person shall have access to quality education across all levels.
Section 20. Every person has a right to choose a course of study or profession.
Section 21. Every person has the right to enjoy a healthy and balanced environment.
Section 22. Every person is free to establish or change their residence.

Section 23. Every person is free to travel anywhere within or outside the country.
Section 24. Every person is free to express themselves and their opinions.

Section 25. The people have a right to assemble peacefully or form unions, associations, or
societies for lawful purposes.

Section 26. The freedom of the press shall be guaranteed.

Section 27. The people have the right to information on matters of public concern within the
reasonable parameters of public order and safety and of national security.

Section 28. Private property shall not be taken for public use without just compensation.
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Section 29. The privacy of communication in any form shall be respected.
Section 30. Any information obtained about a person shall be utilized only for lawful purposes.

Section 31. (a) Every person shall be secure in their persons, houses, and items.

(b) A search warrant or warrant of arrest shall be issued only upon probable cause to be
determined by a judge.

(¢) A surveillance warrant shall be granted only upon showing that there are no other
reasonable means of obtaining the information or evidence sought in the application.

(d) The court shall specify the details of a warrant in which the authorities that shall upon such
a warrant shall strictly adhere to.

Section 32. Any person under investigation for an offense shall be accorded the due process of
law based on the following principles:

a) The person has the right to remain silent

b) The person has the right to acompetent and independent counsel and must be provided
with one if the person cannot afford a counsel’s services

¢) These rights cannot be waived except in writing and in the presence of counsel

Section 33. (a) No excessive fines, violence, intimidation, unlawful detention or any similar
means against any person’s free will shall be allowed.

(b) No person shall be compelled to be a witness against himself.

(c) Any person who is arrested and has not yet been convicted may be released by a bail of
sufficient amount or by recognition of law.

Section 34. (a) No person shall be denied free access to judicial, quasi-judicial, or
administrative bodies or of the right to speedy disposition of their cases before such bodies.
(b) No person shall be denied free access to adequate legal assistance.

Section 35. (a) The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended except in cases
stated in this Constitution.

(b) Even when the said privilege is suspended, the right to bail and the privilege of the writs of
amparo, habeas data, and other protective writs shall be upheld unless prejudicial to public
order.

Section 36. No person shall be tried for a criminal offense that was defined by law after said act
was committed.

Section 37. No person shall be punished by law or ordinance for the same offense more than
once, provided that due process was applied in the trial for the prior offense.

Section 38. These rights are demandable against the State and non-state actors, and their
enforcement shall be consistent with international standards.

Section 39. Restrictions to these rights shall be subject to the parameters set by this
Constitution, the law, and the court due to matters of judicial proceeding, State security and
integrity, public welfare, or violation of the rights of another person or of the State.



Article 3. Bill of Duties

Section 40. The rights imposed upon the individual correlates to the duty to exercise them
responsibly and with due regard for the rights of others.

Section 41. Every citizen must uphold the ideals, principles, and institutions established in this
Constitution and resist any attempt to violate or undermine them.

Section 42. Every citizen must respect the symbols of the country defined by the Constitution
and the law.

Section 43. Every citizen must uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity, and integrity of the
country and must be prepared to render service for the country if the State requires and
prescribed by law.

Section 44. Every citizen must obey the law, pay their taxes, and cooperate with the duly-
constituted authorities to ensure the rule of law and good governance.

Section 45. Every citizen shall participate actively in public and civic affairs, and contribute to
good governance, honesty and integrity in the public service, and the vitality and viability of
democracy.

Section 46. Every citizen must strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and
collective activity as a way to contribute towards the positive development of the country.



TITLE III -THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Article 1. Scope of Powers

Section 47. The Federal Government is the protector of the State and the people and is the
central governing authority of the State.

Section 48. The powers of the Federal Government shall be appropriated to its legislative,
executive, and judicial branches as defined in this Constitution.

Section 49. (a) The Federal Government shall have primary jurisdiction over the following
areas:

i. Foreign relations
ii. Defense
iii. Public order
iv. Financial system
v. Taxation powers not granted to the Regions
vi. Customs and duties
vii. International trade
viii. Postal service
ix. Citizenship and immigration
x. Civil service
xi. International transportation
xii. Health policies
xiii. Environmental policies
xiv. Intellectual property
xv. Time, weights, and measures
xvi.  Civil, labor, and commercial laws, except as may be provided by the Constitution
and the law
xvii. National educational institutions or their equivalent
xviii.  Social security
xix. Inter-regional relations

(b) The Regions may recommend policies or exercise some jurisdiction in relation to the
aforementioned areas, provided that such recommendations and acts do not impede on the
Federal Government’s primary jurisdiction.

Section 50. (a) The Federal Government shall exercise general supervision over the Regional
Governments to ensure that adherence to the Constitution and the law.

(b) The Federal Government shall ensure the organizational and fiscal capacities of the Regions
in performing their functions for the benefit of the people.

Section 51. All laws applied throughout the State shall be considered as Federal laws unless
limited by Regional legislation in accordance to the provisions of this Constitution.

Article 2. The Federal Parliament

Section 52. The Federal Parliament of the Philippines is the Federal legislature of the State.



Section 53. (a) The Federal Parliament shall be initially composed of not more than five
hundred seats, subject to future adjustment by law.

(b) Sixty percent of the seats in the Federal Parliament shall represent single-member
constituencies, each of which shall be represented by a member who is elected by plurality
votes within their respective single-member constituency.

(c) Forty percent of the seats in the Federal Parliament shall be allocated to the members of
political parties that have been elected through proportional representation, in which such
parties with a closed list of nominees are elected on the Regional level, provided that each of
these political parties obtained at least five percent of the votes cast throughout the country,
with their seats proportionately allocated to the number of votes they received.

Section 54. (a) Single-member constituencies shall be apportioned in accordance with the
number of their respective inhabitants based on a uniform progressive ratio as may be
provided by Federal law.

(b) Each single-member constituency shall comprise, as far as practicable, contiguous,
compact, and adjacent territory. Each City or Municipality with a population of at least three
hundred thousand voters, or each Province, shall have at least one member of the Federal
Parliament.

(c) Single-member constituencies shall be reapportioned every ten years as determined by a
special body to be defined by law, but shall consist of members of the Federal Parliament, the
State statistical agency, and the State mapping agency.

Section 55. A member of the Federal Parliament must be a citizen of the Philippines, at least
eighteen years of age on the day of the election, and able to read and write. Except for one
elected through the proportional representation system, they must also be a registered voter
and domiciled in the constituency where he is to be elected for a period of not less than one
year immediately preceding the day of the election.

Section 56. (a) The term of office of the Members of the Federal Parliament shall be five years
and shall commence, unless otherwise provided by law, at noon on the first day of June.

(b) Voluntary renunciation of the office for any length of time shall not be considered as an
interruption in the continuity of their service for the full term of which he was elected.

(c) A person who has served as a Member of the Federal Parliament without interruption for a
period of more than three years within the five-year term shall be considered to have served a
term.

Section 57. Unless otherwise provided by law, the regular election of the Members of the
Federal Parliament and shall be held on the second Monday of May. Such election should not
coincide with a Presidential or Regional and local election.

Section 58. Upon assuming office, a member of the Federal Parliament shall take the following
oath or affirmation: "I solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully and conscientiously fulfill
my duties as member of the Federal Parliament of the Republic of the Philippines, in
accordance with the Constitution and the law, and for the service of this country and our
people.”

Section 59. A member of the Federal Parliament may be appointed as a member of the Cabinet
without losing their seat in the Federal Parliament.

Section 60. (a) A member of the Federal Parliament shall, in all offenses punishable by not more
than six years imprisonment, be privileged from arrest while the Federal Parliament is in
session.



(b) A member of the Federal Parliament may be removed from office through recall as set by
law.

Section 61. In case of vacancy in the Federal Parliament due to death, disability, resignation, or
removal of a member as provided by law, a special election may be called to fill such vacancy
in the manner prescribed by law, provided that the member elected in such special election
shall serve only for the unexpired term.

Section 62. No member of the Federal Parliament shall be questioned nor be held liable in any
other place for any speech or debate in the Federal Parliament or in any committee thereof.

Section 63. A member of the Federal Parliament shall fully disclose all their financial and
business interests upon assumption of office.

Section 64. (a) The regular session of the Federal Parliament shall convene every third Monday
of June each year, unless a different date is fixed by law, and shall continue to be in session for
a number of days as the Federal Parliament determines until thirty working days before the
opening of its next regular session.

(b) In cases of a regular session falling in a year of a regular-scheduled Federal Parliamentary
election, the session shall adjourn ten working days prior to the start of the election period at
the latest, to be determined by the Federal Parliament.

(c) The Prime Minister, with the concurrence of the President, may call a special session at any
time as it may be deemed necessary.

(d) The Federal Parliament shall not adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place
than that in which it is seated.

Section 65. (a) The Federal Parliament shall be presided by a Speaker who may either be a
member of the Federal Parliament or otherwise, provided that they are not serving
concurrently as a Cabinet minister, and has been elected by a majority of its members.

(b) The Speaker shall appoint at least three Deputy Speakers representing Luzon, Visayas, and
Mindanao and may appoint other officers if necessary.

Section 66. The Federal Parliament shall determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its
members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds of all its members,
suspend a member for not more than sixty days.

Section 67. The Federal Parliament shall keep a record and a journal of its proceedings and
shall provide public access to said journal, save for portions that it may feel to be inimical to
State security.

Section 68. (a) At least one-third of the members shall constitute a quorum to do business, but
a smaller number may adjourn from day to day and may compel the attendance of absent
members as may be prescribed.

(b) The majority vote of the Federal Parliament shall mean the votes by the majority of the
members present in the session, provided that there is a quorum, unless stated otherwise in
the Constitution.

Section 69. Within the powers vested under the Constitution, the Federal Parliament or any of
its respective committees may conduct inquiries in aid of legislation in accordance with its duly
published rules of procedure and with respect to the rights of the persons appearing in, or
affected by, such inquiries.



Section 70. (a) The Federal Parliament shall hold a question hour while it is in session and as
often as may be necessary, subject to the rules it may set in place.

(b) The Prime Minister and/or at least one member of the Cabinet shall appear and answer
qguestions and interpellations by members of the Federal Parliament during question hour.

Section 71. (a) No bill shall be passed by Federal Parliament unless it has passed three readings
on separate days, except when the President or Prime Minister certifies the urgency of its
enactment to meet a calamity or emergency.

(b) Upon the last reading of a bill, no amendment shall be allowed and voting shall be done
immediately thereafter. A majority vote shall be required to pass a bill unless otherwise
provided in the Constitution.

Section 72. (a) A bill passed by the Federal Parliament shall be presented to the President who
shall sign it into law.

(b) The President may veto a bill and return with their objections to the Federal Parliament,
which shall enter said objections in its Journal and proceed to reconsider it.

(c) If, after such reconsideration, a two-thirds majority of all the members of the Federal
Parliament shall agree to pass the bill, it shall become a law.

(d) The President shall communicate their veto of any bill to the Federal Parliament within
thirty days after the date of receipt thereof, otherwise, it shall become a law as if he had signed
it. Provided that when an advisory opinion of the Constitutional Court is sought, as provided in
this Constitution, the President shall only act on the bill within thirty days from the issuance of
the opinion.

Section 73. The Federal Parliament shall have the power to approve international treaties,
conventions, and agreements subscribed by the Prime Minister, as well as decisions to end,
suspend, modify and make interpretative declarations related to such treaties and
conventions.

Section 74. (a) An appointment made by the Prime Minister shall be subject to the concurrence
of the Federal Parliament who shall act within thirty session days from submission by a
majority vote.

(b) Members of the Federal Parliament who are appointed in the Cabinet shall not require the
concurrence of the Federal Parliament.

Section 75. The Federal Parliament may express a vote of no confidence on the incumbent
Prime Minister through a majority vote of all its members and a motion requesting the
President to dismiss the Prime Minister. The President shall then dismiss the incumbent Prime
Minister and appoint a new Prime Minister in accordance with Section 85.

Section 76. (a) The Prime Minister may advise the President in writing to dissolve the Federal
Parliament based on a vote of no confidence in the government by a majority of all members of
confidence. The President shall then dissolve the Federal Parliament between five to ten days
from the receipt of the advice of the Prime Minister and call for a new election for the members
of the Federal Parliament.

(b) The President may also dissolve the Federal Parliament for its failure to pass a budget for
two successive plenary votes or for two successive majority votes of no confidence in the Prime
Minister.

(c) The Federal Parliament shall be dissolved by the President in the event that it has given the
first approval to any change in the Constitution, as prescribed in this Constitution.
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Section 77. (a) In cases of dissolution of the Federal Parliament, the President shall call for an
election on a date which shall not be earlier than forty-five days nor later than sixty days from
the date of such dissolution.

(b) In the event of dissolution, every seat in the Federal Parliament shall be considered vacant
but the incumbent Prime Minister and the Cabinet shall continue to conduct the affairs of
government until the new Federal Parliament has been elected and a new Prime Minister has
been chosen.

(c) The new session of the Federal Parliament shall convene within twenty working days after
the conduct of elections that were held after the dissolution.

Section 78. No dissolution of the Federal Parliament shall take place in any of the following
cases:

a) during times of war or a state of emergency declared by the President

b) within six months immediately preceding or immediately following any election for
members of the Federal Parliament

¢) within twelve months immediately following a dissolution of the Federal Parliament

d) during the pendency of impeachment proceedings against the President

e) successive dissolution for the same reason

Article 3. The Federal Executive

Section 79. The Prime Minister is the Head of the Government of the Republic of the Philippines
and is responsible in the day-to-day operations of the government as the head of the Federal
Executive branch.

Section 80. (a) The Prime Minister shall be member of the political party or coalition of political
parties representing the majority of all members of the Federal Parliament.

(b) Upon every election for all the members of the Federal Parliament or upon the dismissal,
death, resignation, inability, or disqualification of the predecessor, the President shall
immediately nominate an incumbent member of the Federal Parliament for Prime Minister,
to be approved by the Federal Parliament by a majority vote. In the event of a lack of majority
approval from the Federal Parliament, the President shall nominate another member of the
Federal Parliament until the required approval is met.

Section 81. (a) Within twenty-four hours after the approval of the Federal Parliament by
majority vote, the President shall formally appoint the Prime Minister and administer the
Prime Minister’s oath of office.

(b) Upon appointment, the Prime Minister shall serve office until the new Federal Parliament
has been elected and a new Prime Minister has been chosen by the President, even if the Prime
Minister shall cease to be a member of the Federal Parliament due to the end of their term.

(c) The Prime Minister may seek to resign from the post or be dismissed by the President. In
either case, the Deputy Prime Minister shall assume the post in accordance with this
Constitution.

Section 82. (a) The Prime Minister shall organize and serve as head of the Cabinet, who will
serve as the Prime Minister’s peers in the day-to-day operations of the Federal Government.
(b) With the concurrence of the Federal Parliament, the Prime Minister shall appoint the
members of the Cabinet, each of whom will head a particular ministry or office. No concurrence
shall be required, however, if the Cabinet member is a member of the Federal Parliament at the
time of appointment.
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(c) Members of the Cabinet may resign or be removed from their post at the discretion of the
Prime Minister.

(d) Vacancies in the Cabinet shall be filled by the Prime Minister in accordance with the
Constitution and the law.

Section 83. (a) The Prime Minister shall appoint a Deputy Prime Minister from among the
members of the Federal Parliament who shall likewise be appointed as a member of the
Cabinet.

(b) The deputy Prime Minister shall perform such functions as may be assigned to him by the
Prime Minister.

(c) In case of death, permanent disability, removal from office, or resignation of the Prime
Minister, the deputy Prime Minister shall perform the functions of the Prime Minister until a
new Prime Minister is appointed.

Section 84. The Prime Minister, the deputy Prime Minister, and the members of the Cabinet,
upon assuming office, shall take the following oath or affirmation: “I solemnly swear (or affirm)
that I will faithfully and conscientiously fulfill my duties as (position) of the Republic of the
Philippines, in accordance with the Constitution and the law, and for the service of this country
and our people."

Section 85. The Prime Minister shall set the agenda of government and shall preside over all
meetings of the Cabinet.

Section 86. The members of the Cabinet shall assist the Prime Minister in the performance of
the Federal Executive functions, formulate the program of government, and determine the
guidelines of State policy within their respective ministries.

Section 87. The Prime Minister shall present the program of government at the beginning of
each regular session of the Federal Parliament and from time to time thereafter, and may
recommend legislative measures for the consideration of the Federal Parliament.

Section 88. The Prime Minister has the power to negotiate and sign treaties, provided that no
treaty or international agreement shall be valid and effective unless concurred by a majority in
the Federal Parliament.

Section 89. The Prime Minister shall submit to the Federal Parliament, within thirty days from
the opening of every regular session, a budget of expenditures and sources of financing,
including receipts from existing and proposed revenue measures as the basis of the general
appropriations bill.

Section 90. The Prime Minister shall be immune from suit during their tenure.

Article 4. The Federal Judiciary

Section 91. The Federal judiciary shall be free from interference from the legislative and
executive branches of the Federal Government

Section 92. (a) There shall be a Federal Supreme Court and a Constitutional Court, both of which
shall be the Federal high courts of the State.

(b) There shall be a Federal Court of Appeals in every Region which shall have original
jurisdiction to issue writs of mandamus, prohibition, certiorari, habeas corpus, quo warranto,
and auxiliary writs or processes; and exclusive appellate jurisdiction over all final judgments,
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decisions, resolutions, orders or awards of the Regional high courts that involve the State or
Federal in nature, and of quasi-judicial Federal bodies, except those falling within the appellate
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, as defined by law.

(c) There shall be a Finance and Commerce Appellate Court and Finance and Commerce Courts
in every Region which shall have original jurisdiction over matters of banking, finance,
taxation, commerce, and related matters as may be defined by law.

(d) There may be a Labor Appellate Court and Labor Courts in every Region which shall have
original jurisdiction over matters of labor as may be defined by law.

(e) There shall be an anti-graft court, the Sandiganbayan in every Region, which shall have
jurisdiction over criminal and civil cases involving graft and corruption and such other
offenses committed by public servants, including those in government-owned or controlled
corporations, in relation to their office as defined by law.

Section 93. (a) No lower court, whether Federal or Regional, shall be created without the
recommendation of the Federal Supreme Court.

(b) Any changes in the jurisdiction and powers of the Federal or Regional judiciary shall only
be made upon the concurrence of Federal high courts.

Section 94. (a) A member of a Federal high court must be a citizen of the Philippines, at least
fifty years of age at the time of their appointment, and for not less than fifteen years, a judge of
alower court or engaged in the practice of law in the Philippines.

(b) The Federal Parliament shall prescribe the qualifications of judges of lower Federal courts,
but no person may be appointed judge thereof unless he is a citizen of the Philippines and a
member of the Philippine Bar.

Section 95. The appointment of the members of the Federal high courts shall be made by the
President upon the binding advice of an independent Federal Judicial Council,

Section 96. The Federal Judicial Council shall also have the following powers and duties:

i.  Appoint, promote, or transfer judges in the lower Federal courts.
ii.  Appoint and supervise all officials and employees within the Federal judiciary.
iii.  Investigate matters regarding persons belonging to Federal Judiciary.
iv.  Perform other powers and functions as may be prescribed by law

Section 97. (a) The members of the Federal high courts shall serve for a term of twelve years or
until they reach the age of seventy years, whichever comes first, or become incapacitated to
discharge the duties of their office.

(b) All other justices of the collegiate courts and judges of lowers courts shall hold office during
good behavior until they reach the age of seventy years or become incapacitated to perform
their duties.

(c) Any vacancy in the Federal judiciary, including the Federal Judicial Council shall be filled
within ninety days from the date of vacancy. Provided, that no appointment shall be made three
months before a Federal-wide election up to the end of the term of the incumbent President.

Section 98. Members of the Judiciary shall not be designated to any agency performing quasi-
judicial or administrative function.

Section 99. (a) All cases or matters must be resolved within twenty-four months from date of
filing for the Federal high courts and, unless reduced by the Federal Supreme Court and twelve
months for all lower Federal courts.

(b) Upon the expiration of the corresponding period and no decision or resolution has been
made, a certification to this effect and the reason thereto shall be signed by the Chief Justice of
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the Federal high court concerned or the presiding justice or judge of the lower Federal court,
and shall be served upon the parties.

(c) Even after the expiration of the applicable mandatory period, the court concerned shall
resolve the case or matter submitted thereto for determination, without further delay.

(d) Decisions, orders, and resolutions of the Federal high courts shall be final and executory.

Section 100. (a) The members of the Federal Supreme Court and the Constitutional Court shall
choose among themselves their respective Chief Justices.

(b) A Chief Justice of a Federal high court shall serve their until reaching seventy years in age,
unless they relinquish their post before reaching seventy as a result of voluntary or involuntary
action.

(c) A person who has relinquished their position as Chief Justice may still serve as member of
a Federal high court unless it is expressed explicitly that said person is relinquishing such
membership as well.

Section 101. Upon assuming office, a member of a Federal high court shall take the following
oath or affirmation: "I solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully and conscientiously fulfill
my duties as member of (High Court) of the Republic of the Philippines, in accordance with the
Constitution and the law, and for the service of this country and our people."

Section 102. All cases and administrative matters before the Federal high courts shall be
decided en banc or in divisions, as prescribed by law or of the rules of the concerned Federal
high court.

Section 103. The Federal high courts shall submit to the President and the Federal Parliament
an annual report on the operations and activities of the Judiciary, within thirty days from the
opening of each regular session of the Federal Parliament.

Section 104. (a) The Federal Supreme Court shall be composed of a Chief Justice and eight
Associate Justices.
(b) The Federal Supreme Court shall have the following powers:

i.  Exercise jurisdiction over cases:
a. involving ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls;
b. involving petitions for certiorari, prohibition, mandamus, quo warranto;
c. involving conflicts between branches and agencies within the Federal
Government and conflicts between and among the Regions; and
d. Involving impeachment of members of the Constitutional Court.
ii.  Review, revise, reverse, or affirm on appeal or certiorari, as the law or the Rules of Court
may provide, cases involving;:
a. final judgments and orders of lower federal courts except those within the
exclusive jurisdiction of the Constitutional Court;
b. jurisdiction of any lower federal court or of the Regional high courts; and
c. erroror question of law
iii.  Exercise original jurisdiction over cases involving writ of habeas corpus, writ of
amparo, writ of habeas data, and writ of kalikasan.
iv.  Subject to legislation and concurrence of the Constitutional Court, may promulgate
rules concerning the protection and enforcement of constitutional rights.
v.  Assign temporarily judges of lower Federal courts to other stations as public interest
may require, no longer than six months without the consent of the judge concerned
vi.  Order a change of venue or place of a miscarriage of justice.
vii.  Promulgate rules concerning pleading, practice, and procedure in all courts, except the
Constitutional Court, the admission to the practice of law, the integrated bar, and legal
assistance.
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viii.  Appoint all justices and judges of the lower Federal courts upon recommendation by
the Federal Judicial Council.
ix.  Exercise other functions as may be conferred upon it by law.

Section 105. (a) The Constitutional Court shall be composed of a Chief Justice and eight
Associate Justices.
(b) The Constitutional Court shall have the following powers:

i.  Exercise jurisdiction over:
a. disputes involving conflicts between the Federal Government and the Regions;
b. disputes involving the constitutionality of a law, treaty, international or
executive agreement, including presidential decrees, proclamations, orders,
instructions, ordinances, and other administrative issuances by the Federal

Government, as well as the laws of the legislative assemblies of the Regions, and

the acts and issuances of their executive departments;

any dispute or matter involving other questions of constitutionality;

cases involving cessation from the State;

e. all contests relating to the elections in the Federal level, as well as the
qualifications of the President and members of the Federal Parliament; and

f. impeachment cases involving the President and members of the Federal
Supreme Court.

ii.  Promulgate rules concerning the protection and enforcement of constitutional rights,
subject to legislation.

iii. Exercise exclusive jurisdiction to review on appeal or certiorari, in accordance with its
rules, the decisions, judgments, or final orders or resolutions of the Constitutional
commissions and all administrative and quasi-judicial bodies in the State.

iv.  Exercise exclusive jurisdiction to review, on appeal or certiorari, all decisions,
resolutions, and orders of:

a. trial courts of proper jurisdiction in all contests relating to the elections,
returns, and qualifications of other elective Regional and local government
officials; and

b. the Election Commission with respect to all questions affecting elections,
including the qualifications of candidates and political parties, and other pre-
election controversies, and the conduct of plebiscites and referenda

v.  Exercise other functions as may be conferred upon it by law.

oo

(c) The Constitutional Court may, with leave, render advisory opinion on the constitutionality
of:

i.  any enrolled bill of paramount importance, provided, that the opinion of the Court
notwithstanding, and when such bill has become a law, any citizen of the Philippines
may still question the validity if he claims it is unconstitutional as applied to them; or

ii.  any proposal to make changes to the Constitution or enact, amend, or repeal any federal
law by people’s initiative.

Article 5. The President

Section 106. The President shall be the Head of State of the Republic of the Philippines and the
Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces of the Philippines.

Section 107. (a) The President must be a citizen of the Philippines, a registered voter, able to
read and write, at least fifty years of age on the day of the election, and a resident of the
Philippines for at least ten years immediately preceding such election.
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(b) A candidate for President must be nominated by at least forty percent of all the members of
the Federal Parliament, must not be a member of a political party or coalition for at least five
years immediately preceding such election.

Section 108. (a) Unless otherwise provided by law, the regular election for President shall be
held on the second Monday of July and every seven years thereafter, provided that the election
for the position of President shall not be held on the day of the election of other elective
positions in Federal, Regional and local elections. A special election may be held in case of
vacancy.

(b) A candidate for President must receive more than half of the votes cast to be elected for the
post. In case of a tie or if no candidate has received more than half of the votes cast for the
position, one of them shall forthwith be chosen by the vote of a majority of all the members of
the Federal Parliament.

Section 109. (a) The President shall serve for a term of seven years without reelection beginning
at noon on the first day of August. A person who has served as President without interruption
for period of more than three years within the seven-year term shall be considered to have
served a term of office of the President.

(b) Voluntary renunciation of the office for any length of time shall not be considered as an
interruption in the continuity of the service of the incumbent for the full term for which a
President was elected.

Section 110. Upon assuming office, the President or the Acting President shall take the
following oath or affirmation: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully and
conscientiously fulfill my duties as President (or Acting President) of the Republic of the
Philippines, in accordance with the Constitution and the law, and for the service of this country
and our people."

Section 111. (a) In case of death, permanent disability, removal from office, or resignation of
the President, the Prime Minister or any official in the order of succession shall act as President
until a President shall have been chosen and qualified.

(b) The Federal Parliament shall set the order of succession to the Presidency until the next
Presidential elections, alongside the powers and functions of the Acting President.

Section 112. (a) The President shall address the Federal Parliament at the opening of its regular
session. He may also appear before it at any other time.

(b) The President may veto legislation passed by the Federal Parliament or dissolve the Federal
Parliament, in accordance to the provisions set forth in this Constitution.

Section 113. (a) The President shall have the power to appoint the following:

i.  members of the Federal Judiciary, upon the binding advice of the Federal Judicial
Council;

ii. ~members of the Election Commission, State Board of Auditors, Office of the
Ombudsman, and the Human Rights Council upon the binding advice of the bodies
defined by the Constitution and their respective laws to make appointments for each of
these bodies; and

iii.  the Chief of Staff and heads of the armed forces, upon the binding advice of the Prime
Minister.

(b) The President shall not make appointments sixty days before the next Presidential elections
up to the end of their term.
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Section 114. The President shall have the power to accredit diplomatic representatives upon
the recommendation of the Prime Minister and the concurrence of the Federal Parliament.
Foreign representatives are likewise accredited before the President.

Section 115. Except in cases of impeachment, or as otherwise provided in the Constitution, the
President may grant reprieves, commutations, and pardons, amnesty, and remit fines and
forfeitures, after conviction by final judgment of offenses defined by Federal law upon the
concurrence of the Federal Parliament.

Section 116. With the concurrence of the Federal Parliament, the President may confer state
honors, or may direct some other body to do such.

Section 117. The President shall be immune from suit during their tenure.
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TITLE IV — REGIONS AND CONSTITUENT UNITS

Article 1. Definition and Establishment of Regions

Section 118. The Regions are the primary administrative unit of the Philippines, with each
Region consisting of contiguous, compact and adjacent Provinces and Metropolitan areas, and
their respective Cities, and Municipalities, with sufficient land area, inhabitants, and resources
to sustain and promote a stable and efficient government, a shared common and distinctive
historical and cultural heritage, economic and social structures, or other relevant
characteristics within the framework of this Constitution.

Section 119. The Federal Parliament shall have the power to establish a Region, provided there
is a petition addressed to the Federal Parliament by a majority within the administrative
divisions that will comprise the Region and that such a petition adheres to the criteria
established in this Constitution and subsequent laws.

Section 120. (a) A Region may be abolished, be merged with another Region, or have the
administrative units within its jurisdiction be altered, only upon the approval of the Federal
Parliament through a petition addressed to them by a majority within the Region, or within the
affected administrative units as the case may be.

(b) A city or municipality that shall elect or transfer or merge with a neighboring Region shall
be under the jurisdiction of the Province they are contiguous with.

Section 121. (a) A Region shall be deemed to have been effectively created, abolished, merged
with another region, or its area of jurisdiction altered only upon approval by majority of the
votes cast by registered voters within the Region, or within the affected administrative units as
the case may be, in a plebiscite called for such purpose.

(b) In case the voters of a proposed Region do not vote favorably to the creation of a Region,
upon the petition of five percent of the registered voters in a Region, another plebiscite shall be
called and conducted for the purpose of this section. Until the holding of such plebiscite, the
Federal Government shall continue to exercise its powers and functions over the Region.

Section 122. (a) The creation of the Regions shall not signify the establishment of a distinct
sovereignty and the Regions shall remain integral and inseparable parts the State.

(b) The people of the Regions shall uphold the Constitution as the fundamental law of the land
and unequivocally owe allegiance and fidelity to the State.

(c) Any act of secession by an administrative division or any part of the Philippine territory shall
be dealt with by law.

Section 123. (a) The Bangsamoro Region, which was established by the virtue of the original
1987 Constitution and the Bangsamoro Organic Law, shall immediately qualify as a Region.
Likewise, the Bangsamoro Organic Law is duly recognized as the Organic Act of the
Bangsamoro Region.

(b) The Cordillera Region, which was established by the virtue of the 1987 Constitution, shall
immediately qualify as a Region, subject to the creation of its Organic Act and its eventual
approval through a plebiscite.
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Article 2. Regional Powers

Section 124. (a) The Region shall have primary powers over any or all of the following areas of
jurisdiction within its territory, as determined by the Federal and Regional Governments:

i.
ii.

Creation of its own sources of revenues
Taxes, fees and impositions involving the following, as defined by the
Constitution and the law:

1 Real property tax
1 Estate tax
1 Donor’s tax
1 Documentary stamp tax
1 Professional tax
9 Franchise tax
1 Games and amusement tax
1 Environmental tax, pollution tax, and similar taxes
1 Road user’s tax and vehicle registration fees
1 Transport franchise fees
1 Local taxes and other taxes, fees, and charges which may be granted by
Federal law
iii.  Social welfare
iv.  Civil registry
v.  Educational institutions, except otherwise provided in this Constitution
vi.  Culture and arts
vii.  Tourism
viii.  Sports and recreation
ix.  Agriculture and fisheries
X. Forestry
xi.  Waterways
Xii. Fire protection
xiii.  Sewage treatment and waste disposal
xiv.  Intra-regional commerce
xv.  Energy, water, and gas distribution
xvi.  Transportation and infrastructure
xvii.  Regulation of marine and air transport within, into, and out of the region
xviii.  Healthcare
xix.  Housing
xx. Land development and planning
XXi. Business registration
xxii.  Family and property laws
XXiii. Legislation of bills of local application
xxiv.  Other matters pertaining to the Region as may be provided by law

(b) Within its territory and subject to the provisions of this Constitution and federal laws, the
Region shall have concurrent or shared powers with the Federal Government in the areas of
jurisdiction that are not covered in this Constitution.

Section 125. (a) The Federal Government shall ensure the organizational and financial
capabilities of a Region before entrusting to the Region any or all of the powers prescribed in
the previous paragraph in a gradual process that shall be set by law.

(b) In case a Region has been determined to not have the capabilities to oversee any area of
jurisdiction specified in the preceding paragraphs or if the Federal Government has yet to
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devolve the related functions and powers, the Federal Government shall have primary
jurisdiction until such powers are turned over to the Regions in a gradual manner.

Section 126. The Regions may exercise the power of eminent domain, provided that the
Regional Government shall coordinate with the Federal Government and in case of conflict, the
latter shall prevail.

Section 127.In case of conflict in the practice of concurrent powers or others disputes that may
arise between the Federal Government and the Region, Federal law shall take precedence over
Regional legislation.

Section 128. In case any Region fails to comply with its obligation, as provided for in the
Constitution, and undermines the sovereignty, territorial integrity, economy, or the unity of the
State, the Federal Government may intervene and take all necessary and proper measures to
address the matter.

Section 129. A comprehensive Regional and Local Government Code shall be enacted which
shall, among others, define the powers, structure, functions, and responsibilities of the
Regional and Local Governments, as well as their accountabilities in relation to the Federal
Government including devolution mechanisms and funding support.

Section 130. (a) Each Region shall have its own Organic Act, which will define the basic
structure of government for the Region in accordance to this Constitution and the law.

(b) Any amendment or revisions to the Organic Act shall be subject to deliberation and
enactment by the Federal Parliament based on the proposal of the Regional Assembly, with the
concurrence of the Federal Constitutional Court. Upon enactment, the amended or revised
Organic Act shall become effective when approved by majority of the votes cast in a Region in
a plebiscite called for such purpose.

Section 131. (a) Upon creation of a Region and enactment of a Regional and Local Government
Code, a Regional Commission for each Region shall be organized, composed of the incumbent
governors of Provinces and mayors of highly urbanized Cities and independent component
Cities within the Region.

(b) The Regional Commission shall draft the Region’s Organic Act and shall be the interim
Regional Government, acting as a collegial body, with executive and legislative powers subject
to the powers granted by this Constitution and the law.

Section 132. After a minimum period of five years after the organization of the Regional
Commission, and upon two-thirds majority vote by the Commission and the Regional
Consultative Assembly, voting separately, or by Regional people’s initiative as determined by
law within a specific Region, the Regional Commission shall submit to the Federal Parliament
the Region’s Organic Act for its passage.

Section 133. Upon the passage of the Region’s Organic Act, all powers and functions of the

Regional Commission shall be assumed by the Regional Government that has been defined and
created under the Region’s Organic Act.

Article 3. Regional Government Structure

Section 134. The Organic Act shall establish a Regional Assembly as the Regional legislative
department and shall define its powers and the composition, qualification, and tenure of its
members.
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Section 135. (a) The Organic Act shall establish the Regional Executive department for the
Region and shall define its powers and the qualification and tenure of the Regional chief
executive and regional ministers.

(b) A Region may elect or appoint a ceremonial head, subject to the provisions of that Region’s
Organic Act.

Section 136. (a) The Organic Act shall establish a Regional court system which shall include the
Regional Supreme Court and Sharia High Court as the Regional high courts, as well as the
Regular Trial courts, Family and Juvenile courts, Electoral courts, and other lower courts.

(b) The Regional Supreme Court shall have jurisdiction of all lower courts in the Region and the
Sharia High Court over all Sharia courts. Both Regional high courts shall be under the oversight
of the Federal Supreme Court.

(¢) The qualifications of the members of the Regional court system shall be defined by the
Organic Act.

(d) The members of the Regional court system shall be appointed based on the
recommendation of an independent Regional Judicial Council, whose powers and membership
shall be defined by law.

(e) The Regional judiciary shall be free from interference from the legislative and executive
branches of the Regional or Federal Government.

Article 4. Local Governments

Section 137. Local government is defined as the governments of Provinces and Metropolitan
Areas, and their respective Cities and Municipalities, and shall be under the supervision of the
Region.

Section 138. (a) The Regional Government shall have the power to create, abolish, or merge a
Province, Metropolitan Area, City, or Municipality, or have their boundaries substantially
altered, subject to the provisions set by law and upon approval of a majority of the voters in a
referendum within the administrative units directly affected.

(b) In the case of the creation of a new City or Municipality, only the voters of the areas to be
included in the new City or Municipality shall participate in the referendum.

Section 139. A Metropolitan Area may be created for the purposes of coordination in the
delivery of basic services and the planning and development among densely-populated cities
and municipalities.

Section 140. Local governments shall have their respective powers and administrative
autonomy in relation to the Regional Governments as defined in this Constitution and the law.

Section 141. Any issues that may arise between the Regional Government and the local
government may be forwarded to the Federal Government for resolution.

Section 142. The local governments may exercise the power of eminent domain, provided there
shall be coordination with the federal government and the Regional government and in case of
conflict, the Federal Government and Regional Government shall take precedence subject to
this Title.
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TITLE V — ELECTIONS

Article 1. Suffrage

Section 143. (a) Citizens who are at least eighteen years of age, have resided in the Philippines
for at least one year, and in the place wherein they propose to vote for at least six months
immediately preceding the election shall have the right to vote.

(b) Qualified voters residing or working overseas shall fall under different residency
requirements set by law.

(c) The State shall ensure the person’s right to suffrage and shall provide assistance for those
exercising such right, if necessary.

Article 2. Election Commission

Section 144. The Commission on Elections shall be reconstituted as the Election Commission,
which shall have the following powers:

a) Enforce and administer all laws and regulations relative to the conduct of an election,
including plebiscite, referendum, and recall, in all levels.

b) Perform election-related functions, including the determination of polling places,
appointment of election officials and inspectors, and registration of voters.

c) Accredit political parties, organizations, or coalitions.

d) Coordinate with appropriate Government agencies, including law enforcement
agencies and the armed forces, to ensure the peaceful and orderly conduct of elections.

e) Participate in the deliberations on matters related to elections, including plebiscites,
referendum, and recall and make recommendations if necessary.

f) Perform other functions as may be provided by law.

Section 145. (a) The members of the Election Commission shall be appointed by the President
upon the recommendation of a committee primarily composed of the Prime Minister, the
Leader of the Opposition in the Federal Parliament or their equivalent, and the Chief Justice of
the Constitutional Court or any member of the Constitutional Court authorized by the said Chief
Justice.

(b) The members of the Election Commission shall serve for seven years, without
reappointment.

(c) The chairperson of the Election Committee shall be chosen among and by the members.

Section 146. The Election Commission shall be accountable to the Federal Parliament, but is
otherwise independent of the Federal and Regional governments.

Section 147. The more detailed provisions related to the Election Commission, including the
manner of performance of its powers and the composition and qualifications of its members,
shall be defined by Federal law.

Article 3. Conduct of Elections

Section 148. The State shall guarantee the free nature and the peaceful and orderly conduct of
elections in all levels.
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Section 149. No pardon, amnesty, parole, or suspension of sentence for violation of election
laws, rules, and regulations shall be granted by the President during the period of a Federal
election without the concurrence of the Federal Parliament and the Election Commission.

Section 150. Unless otherwise set by the Election Commission in special cases, the campaign
period for Federal elections shall be limited to a maximum of ninety days.

Section 151. The entire election process and all data related to any election shall always be
available to the public.

Article 4. Political Parties

Section 152. The State recognizes political parties as democratic institutions and shall ensure
their development.

Section 153. (a) Political parties shall be freely established and shall be open to all citizens who
share their respective beliefs and advocacies.

(b) The State shall ensure representation for marginalized and underrepresented sectors in
political parties.

Section 154. No accreditation shall be given to political parties formed by religious
denominations and organizations
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