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PREAMBLE

We the people of the Philippines, a people diverse in character and history, have united
ourselves in order to create a sovereign and robust State that shall always be attuned to the
changing times and the changing needs of the people; build a society founded on peace, order,
liberty, justice, and democracy; correct the iniquities committed against our brethren and this
land; and establish a Government that shall embody our ideals and promote our welfare.

As a united people, we have chosen to adopt this Constitution to signify our commitment to
fulfill and ensure these common goals, for the benefit of our country and of our people, today
and in the future.



TITLEI - FOUNDATIONS OF THE STATE

Article 1. Nomenclature

Section 1. The Philippines is officially known as the Republic of the Philippines.

Article 2. Administrative Structure

Section 2. The Philippines shall be organized into Regions, Provinces, Cities, and
Municipalities, whose respective structures and powers are defined by this Constitution and
the law.

Article 3. Form of Government

Section 3. The Government of the Republic of the Philippines is parliamentary in form and
bears a Region-based federal structure.

Article 4. Territory

Section 4. (a) The territory of the Philippines consists of the islands and waters encompassed
by its archipelagic baselines, territorial sea, seabed, subsoil, airspace, and continental shelf, as
well as the islands and features outside its archipelagic baselines pursuant to the laws of the
State, international law, and judgments of authoritative international judicial bodies.

(b) The Philippines has sovereignty over other territories belonging to the country by historic
right or legal title.

(c) The Philippines has sovereign rights over that maritime expanse beyond its territorial sea
and its airspace to the extent reserved to it by international law, as well as over its extended
continental shelf.

Section 5. The Federal Government may, by law, provide for the inclusion and governance of

other territories which, by the freely adopted decision of a majority of its inhabitants, come to
be part of the State.

Article 5. Symbols

Section 6. The flag of the Philippines shall be red, white, and blue, with a sun and three stars,
as prescribed by law.

Section 7. Alaw may be enacted to adopt a new name or flag for the country, a national anthem,
or a seal or coat of arms, subject to a ratification by the people in a country-wide referendum.

Article 6. Languages

Section 8. The Philippines is a multilingual State and shall provide equal recognition and
protection to all languages spoken within its territory.



Section 9. For purposes of inclusive and streamlined communications within and outside the
State, the law shall prescribe the official, heritage, and auxiliary languages of the Philippines,
subject to the following provisions:

a) Any language officially adopted in the Federal or Regional level by their respective
governments shall be enshrined as an official language of the Philippines.

b) The State may also enshrine a language as a heritage language on the basis of historic
and cultural significance and shall be promoted on a voluntary basis.

c) Auxiliary languages may also be adopted in the Federal or Regional level, in which they
shall be promoted on a voluntary basis.

Section 10. The enshrinement of languages in this Constitution and the law shall not entail
prejudice against non-enshrined languages.

Article 7. Core Principles and Policies

Section 11. As an independent state, the Philippines is guided by the following core principles
and policies:

a) Itisademocratic and republican state.

b) It believes in the principle of unity in diversity.

¢) Itupholdsthe concepts of equality, justice, and freedom as defined in this Constitution.

d) Itconsiders civilian authority as supreme over the military.

e) Itisasecular state that adheres to the inviolable separation of church and State.

f) Itabides by the generally accepted principles of international law.

g) It pursues an independent foreign policy based upon the country’s sovereignty and
interests and a pursuit of amity and cooperation with all countries.

h) It safeguards its commitment towards peace and freedom from weapons of mass
destruction in its territory.

i) It shall not be sued without its consent.



TITLE II — CITIZENS, RIGHTS, AND DUTIES

Article 1. Citizenship

Section 12. A person who falls under any of the criteria listed below is considered a citizen of
the Philippines:

a) those who are citizens at the time of the adoption of this Constitution
b) those whose fathers or mothers are citizens of the Philippines
¢) those who have acquired citizenship in accordance with the law

Section 13. Philippine citizenship may be lost or reacquired in the manner provided by law.

Section 14. Citizens who marry non-Filipino citizens shall retain their citizenship, unless by
their act or omission, they are deemed to have renounced it under the law.

Section 15. Those bearing dual citizenship shall be treated accordingly in the manner set by
this Constitution and the law.

Article 2. Bill of Rights

Section 16. Every person has the right to life, liberty, and property.
Section 17. Every person must be given equal treatment and equal protection under the law.
Section 18. Every person can freely practice any faith or belief without discrimination.

Section 19. Every person shall have access to adequate services such as food, shelter, and
healthcare.

Section 20. Every person shall have access to quality education across all levels.
Section 21. Every person has a right to choose a course of study or profession.
Section 22. Every person has the right to enjoy a healthy and balanced environment.
Section 23. Every person is free to establish or change their residence.

Section 24. Every person is free to travel anywhere within or outside the country.
Section 25. Every person is free to express themselves and their opinions.

Section 26. The people have a right to assemble peacefully or form unions, associations, or
societies for lawful purposes.

Section 27. The freedom of the press shall be guaranteed.

Section 28. The people have the right to information on matters of public concern within the
reasonable parameters of public order and safety and of national security.

Section 29. Private property shall not be taken for public use without just compensation.

4



Section 30. The privacy of communication in any form shall be respected.
Section 31. Any information obtained about a person shall be utilized only for lawful purposes.

Section 32. (a) Every person shall be secure in their persons, houses, and items.

(b) A search warrant or warrant of arrest shall be issued only upon probable cause to be
determined by a judge.

(¢) A surveillance warrant shall be granted only upon showing that there are no other
reasonable means of obtaining the information or evidence sought in the application.

(d) The court shall specify the details of a warrant in which the authorities that shall upon such
a warrant shall strictly adhere to.

Section 33. Any person under investigation for an offense shall be accorded the due process of
law based on the following principles:

a) The person has the right to remain silent

b) The person has the right to acompetent and independent counsel and must be provided
with one if the person cannot afford a counsel’s services

c¢) These rights cannot be waived except in writing and in the presence of counsel

Section 34. (a) No excessive fines, violence, intimidation, unlawful detention or any similar
means against any person’s free will shall be



